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Dear Chairman Reilly,

As you know, the tragic explosion of the Deepwater Horizon took the lives of 11 men and
unleashed an uncontrolled torrent of oil and gas into the Gulf of Mexico that threatens the
environment and the economy of the Gulf Coast. I applaud the President’s efforts to ensure that
such a terrible tragedy is prevented in the future.

However, as [ have already communicated to President Obama, the blanket moratorium on
deepwater drilling is likely to have a greater negative effect on Gulf Coast families and.
businesses than the spill itself. Preventing new offshore drilling is far more likely to worsen, and
not improve, the impacts of this spill upon both the economy and the environment of the Gulf
Coast.

Yesterday, U.S. District Court Judge Martin Feldman agreed with this assessment. In a
decision handed down yesterday, Judge Feldman called the moratorium "arbitrary and
capricious” and argued that Obama administration failed to justify “a blanket, generic, indeed
punitive, moratorium’ on deepwater oil and gas drilling. The Judge added that “the blanket
moratorium, with no parameters, seems to assume that because one rig failed and although no
one yet fully knows why, all companies and rigs drilling new wells over 500 feet also universally
present an imminent danger.”

Unfortunately, the Administration is fighting this Court decision. Instead of striking a
balance and pursuing an alternative approach that would make the industry safer without putting
tens of thousands of Gulf Coast residents out of work, Secretary Salazar has declared, “Based on
this ever-growing evidence, I will issue a new order in the coming days that eliminates any doubt
that a moratorium is needed, appropriate, and within our authorities.”

That statement reflects an unwillingness to acknowledge the hardships this policy is causing
to Gulf workers. Even more troubling, it came hard on the heels of remarks attributed to you in
yesterday’s New York Times, indicating that your panel is unlikely to meet before mid-July and
that you do not anticipate lifting the moratorium before six months has elapsed. This is
unacceptable.






